Behind the scenes: Trial gives testimony for imagination

By KATHI SCRIZZI DRISCOLL A ,
kdriscoll@capecodonline.com LY. e

embers of Elements :
Theatre Company in Or- A
leans recently returned
from a month of training

. ~ I in New York City, and

: audiences for the group's “The

* Trial of Jesus" will get to enjoy

: the results.

:  Many lessons focused on

: voice work and using the

. imagination - skills key to the

+ Reader’s Theatre style in which

. actors dressed in black hold

* scripts and act out a story on

. asimple set. This piece put a

: dozen Community of Jesus cast

: members in a courtroomlike

: area established in the Church

- of the Transfiguration.

. “This definitely puts some

. of what we learned right into -

. practice,” says Sister Danielle

* Dwyer, the artistic director.

. For this story of the last days

. of Jesus, “we need to take our

: energy ... and put it in our body

: and voices for ‘theater of the

: imagination.”

. She is constantly hunting

. for scripts to perform in the

. church space, and six months

. ago stumbled upon this 1925

: piece by British poet laureate

¢ John Masefield. It seemed ideal

- both for its dramatic language

. and text, and for the theme

* in this season of Lent. The

. play depicts what might have 'Ialn 2 }aisln questions about
: happened in Judea under the fiow peopleqmm A Y
: rule of Pontius Pilate as Jesus Elements has added dancers,

: Christ is tried by both the Jew- representing Roman soldiers,

: ish and Roman courts. and musicians to enhance the
Dwyer notes Masefield gives  g45ry with the art in the church

* an important look at the his- ' th e
: tory of the times, but “doesn’t serving as a scenic backdrop
: really make anybody thevil=

8 The Trial of Jesus'seemed ideal both for its dramatic language
and text. and for the theme in the season of Lent ®

What: “The Trial of Jesus,” presented by Elements Theatre Company. When: 7:30 p.m. April 3-4 and 3 p.m. April 5.

Where: Church of the Transfiguration, Rock Harbor, Orleans. Tickets: $20 for adu $15 for seniors, free for ages 18




