Shining a light on the arts & entertainment around the Cape

Crossing through The Doorwa

Play is an
invitation to
experience
inspiration

By John Watters
arts@barnstablepatriot.com

ne of the vernacular
definitions of the
word transfigura-

tion is metamorphosis, which
describes what the theater wing
of the Community of Jesus

in Orleans has done over the
years. The Community of Jesus
Players became Stages Theatre
Company and finally Elements
Theatre Company. Throughout
its history it has always been
true to its belief in the “vitality
of the word, and the commu-
nity born between playwright,
actor and audience.”

The theater company began
many years before the Com-
munity’s grand Church of the
Transfiguration on Rock Har-
bor was dedicated in 2000.
Like that magnificent edifice
of worship, it too has grown,
and along the way, become
rock-solid as well.

In June the Community cel-
ebrated the 10th anniversary
celebration of the church’s
dedication and the Elements
Theatre Company performed
a play written for the occasion
by Phyllis Tickle, The Door-
way. Elements is bringing back
the play Aug. 5to 7 at 8 p.m.

“Of course, the Transfigu-
ration story is primary to the
play,” said Elements resident
director Sister Danielle Dw-
yer. “When we did it for the
dedication in June, we knew
we didn’t just want to do it
once. So we planned to bring
it back in_conjunction with
the Feast of the Transfigura-

tion in August.”

When Elements was con-
sidering how to add a the-
atrical piece to the church’s
10th anniversary celebration,
members quickly turned to
an old friend of the Commu-
nity, playwright Tickle.

The Community’s request
was simple: draw your in-
spiration for the piece from
the church itself. Almost like
Moses entering the wilder-
ness, Tickle went into the
church and allowed its hal-
lowed surroundings to influ-
ence her imagination.

The premise of the story
centers around an artisan —
played by Dwyer — who is
nearing completion of her
work on the church. Left
with just one last task, Mad-
eleine can’t quite find the |
right words for an inscription
on a chalice. She is aided
by a muse in the form of an
owl named Theodore, who
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WORDS AND MUSE-IC — Unable to find the right words to complete her |-
work, Madeleine (Danielle Dwyer) is inspired by her muse, the owl Theodore
(Brad Lussier) in the Elements Theatre Company production of The Doorway.

times funny, but ultimately

it is the willing extension of
her disbelief that transforms
her poetic faith,” said Dwyer.

advises her to use the sacred
space surrounding her to
prompt her vision.
“Madeleine allows her
imagination to flow and the
end result is at times whimsi-

cal, and fantastical, and oft CONTINUED ON PAGE 16
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The Doorway...

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

“We were very thankful
that the playwright allowed
us to work together to make
the play work in our space,”
the director said. “We com-
missioned original music to
go with her words and the
end result is a dynamic we
didn’t anticipate. The church
is the main prop and it liter-
ally comes to life”

Those who have never seen
a Elements Theatre produc-
tion should not hesitate to
do so. The company’s atten-
tion to detail has garnered it
praise as the Cape’s hidden
theater jewel. The company’s
list of productions is long
and prestigious.

Always at the core of
their offerings is the written
word. “I think the material
we choose is always centered
on language,” Dwyer said.
“Great things seem to hap-
pen when we center on plays
that feature the written word
first and foremost. And we
are certainly of the belief
that good work does not go
unnoticed.

“The story of the Trans-
figuration is always at the
heart of what we are trying
to do. We are always looking
to turn over new earth.”

The Doorway will be presented by
-Elements Theatre Company at the
Community of Jesus on Rock Harbor
in Orleans Aug. 5,6 and 7 at 8 p.m. For
tickets ($30; $25 seniors; free for 18
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‘The Doorway’
opens at
Rock Harbor

By Margie Mahrdt

“The Doorway,” by Phyllis Tickle was written to mark the 10th
anniversary of the dedication of the Church of the
Transfiguration on Rock Harbor in Orleans.

The story revolves around the quest of the lead character,
Madeleine, an artist played by director Sr. Danielle Dwyer. The

play is a fantasy which is set in

Madeleine’s imagination. At

THEATER the onset she invokes the pres-

x- i .~ ence of her spiritual muse, an

Re\fleW owl named Theodore. The

conversation between the two

expands to include iconic fig-

ures (Child, Warrior, Whore, King, Beggar, and Provocateur) and

the Elements of Creation (Air, Water, Earth, Fire, and their

respective choruses), and eventually the Biblical/historical fig-

ures of Jesus, John the Baptizer, Moses, Elijah, James, John, and
Peter.

The play, albeit baffling at times, is new and the production
provocative without being graphic or otherwise discomfiting.
That said, an intermission would be welcome, given the com-
plexity of the piece, and the visual stimulation of both the venue
and the production.

A thinking adult’s “Wizard of Oz,” “The Doorway” integrates
dance, live music, and spectacle of a remarkable order.
Beginning with the venue itself, the design team has integrated
the environment of the Church of the Transfiguration into the
play, which is performed along the processional path between the
font and the ambo. This unusual arrangement provides a narrow
strip of performance space with two or three long rows of audi-
ence on either side facing each other.

The play begins with Madeline being visited by Theodore,
played by Brad Lussier, who appears in elaborate owl make-up
and a beautifully- crafted rough-hewn robe costume which, at
close range, appears to incorporate actual owl feathers within the
weave. The scenes between these two punctuate the action, pro-
viding much desired structure and context for a contemporary
audience. The warmth and humanity shared by Dwyer and
Lussier in their characters help to keep the audience on track.

As Madeline’s seeking progresses, numerous points of view
are shared and stories related, characters appear from surprising
locations, and music composed by Seagull 7 and inspired by
Gregorian chants emanates from the apse end of the room. The
music also provides remarkable enhancement to the play.

The style of the piece gravitates from naturalistic and philo-
sophical chat between Madeleine and Theodore, defining and
posturing debates between the icons, allegorical pageantry with
dance from the Elements, and mystery play. The actress-dancers
embodying the Elements dramatically infuse their performances
with the qualities of their given characters.

“The Doorway,” is not for the casual theatergoer. It is an ambi-
tious, well-directed, remarkable collaborative piece offering a
bounty of food for the soul as well as food for thought.

if you go ...

. What: “The Doorway” performed by Elements Theatre |
+ Company
. Where: Church of the Transfiguration, Rock Harbor, Orleans
{ When: Thursday - Saturday, Aug 5 -7, 8 p.m. j
¢ Tickets: $30, seniors $25, under 18 free call 508-240-2400





